
Session 6: 
The Doctrine of Humanity (Part 3: The Cracked Image) 

 
Tonight we will be discussing how even though Adam and Eve were made in the image 
of God; their sin cracked that image. The image of God in man was not lost but 
damaged and passed on to each of us. Only the work of Jesus Christ (by His grace) can 
restore that image to what it was meant to be. 
 
1.) The Cracked Image (Genesis 3:1-24) 
 

a.) The Subtlety of the Serpent (vs. 1-6) 
“…He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any 
tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of 
the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you 
die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to 
be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 
some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.” 

The serpent attacks the word of God: 

• He challenges the _________________ of God’s Word. 
 “Did God really say…” 
• He challenges the _________________ of God’s Word. 
 “Did He say you shall not eat of every tree…” 
• He challenges the _________________ of God’s Word. 
 He challenges her demands next to God’s 

 
b.) The Success of the Serpent (vs. 7-8) 

“Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. 
And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. And 
they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God among the trees of the garden.” 

Four lessons to learn here: 
 
• Man must have an adequate covering in order to approach God. 
• Fig leaves are unacceptable because they are man’s homemade 

handiwork. 
• God must provide and make the covering. 
• The covering that God eventually provided was Christ.  



c.) Man’s Pitiful Explanation (vs. 9-13) 
“But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And 
he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because 
I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 
The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me 
fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is 
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and 
I ate.” 

 
d.) The Consequence for Humanity: Original Sin 

This is the belief that except for Jesus, all have been born into sin. Original 
sin is the sinful state and condition in which every human being is born; 
actual sin, however, is the sins of act, word, or thought that human beings 
commit. It is only when we understand man’s condition by nature that we 
can appreciate the need for the rebirth and total renewal that redemption in 
Christ brings.  

 
• Job 14:4 “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? There is not one.” 
• Psalm 143:2 “…for no one living is righteous before you.” 
• John 3:3 “Jesus answered him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 

again he cannot see the kingdom of God.’” 
• Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 

 
 
2.) The Biblical Descriptions of Sin 
 

a.) Sin means to miss the mark, to fall short of the glory of God. 
Romans 3:23, Romans 5:12, Hebrews 3:13 
 

b.) Sin is a transgression (the idea of going over the line). 
1 John 3:4, Rom. 4:15, Heb. 2:2 
 

c.) Sin is bending of that which is right, that which was straight. 
2 Sam. 24:17, Rom. 12:18, 6:13 
 

d.) Sin is rebellion against God. 
1 Sam. 15:23, Isaiah 1:2 
 

e.) Sin is a debt (man owes God punishment for sin). 
Mt. 6:12 
 

f.) Sin is disobedience or a lack of response to God. 
James 4:17 (Sins of omission, sins of commission) 
 
 



g.) Sin is pride, vanity, ego, usurping the place of God. 
Is. 12:13-14 

 
h.) Sin is iniquity-wrong doing to the moral universe of God. 

Ex. 28:15-16, 18; Gal. 5:19-21 
 

i.) Sin goes against God’s holiness, love and truth, violating His commands. 
Ps. 51:4 
 

j.) Sin can be against others. 
Injustice: Lev. 19:13, Selfishness: Mt. 16:26, Corruption: Ps. 51:5 

 

3.) The Effects (Results) of Sin 

a.)  _______________: 
• Jeremiah 2:34-35 “Also on your skirts is found the lifeblood of the guiltless 

poor; you did not find them breaking in. Yet in spite of all these things you 
say, ‘I am innocent; surely his anger has turned from me.’ Behold, I will 
bring you to judgment for saying, ‘I have not sinned.’” 

 
b.)  _______________: 

! Indirect punishment refers to the fact that some sins bring upon the sinner 
certain natural consequences. 
! Galatians 6:7-8 “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever 

one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh 
will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will 
from the Spirit reap eternal life.” 

 
! Direct punishment of sin will happen when God judges all sinners.  

! Revelation 20:11-15, Romans 1 
 

c.)  ________________: 
! Death is both the first and final result of sin. The Bible speaks of 3 kinds of 

death. 
! Spiritual death, Physical death, Eternal death 
 

d.)  ______-___________________: 
! Ephesians 4:17-5:2 
 

e.)  Unconcern for ______________/___________________: 
! When one only cares for him or herself, other people become unimportant 

and it is easy to treat them with indifference.  
! Luke 10:30-37 (Parable of the Good Samaritan) 
 

! Exploitation means “the act of taking advantage of another’s weakness or 
using someone meanly or unjustly for one’s own advantage.” 



Theology Assignment #2: 
Doctrine of Humanity Case Study 

 
This is to be a “real life” case study. Find a person who is willing to sit and talk to you for 
20-30 minutes. This person may or may not be a Christian. This might be a family 
member, a co-worker, someone at the gym, or even someone from church. 
 
With notes in hand, you are to teach what you have learned in our Humanity and Sin 
class sessions concerning the doctrine of the Fall of Man. 
 
Cover these questions as you begin: 
 
1. Do you think that man is essentially good or essentially evil? Why? 
2. What is sin? 
3. When you hear the term “original sin” what do you think? 
4. In what way(s) do you think the sin of Adam affects us? 
 
Then, use your notes to explain what the Bible has to say about original sin. 
 
Then ask if they think that it is fair that we are held guilty for the sin of another. 
 
Your goal here is not to convince someone of the truth (although that would be great), 
but simply to present the arguments clearly.  
 
After you are done, write a half page to a page summary of the encounter and hand it 
in. This task is about the completion of the assignment, not the effectiveness of the 
presentation. Everyone who completes this will receive credit for the case study.	  

	  


